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District Newsletter 
 

District Update: 

 

November has been a busy month in Blue Hawk Country! The first quarter has ended, winter sports 

have begun, and Thanksgiving is this weekend! All schools recorded great parent attendance at parent 

teacher conferences this month. We must all be proactive in making connections with parents to let 

them know the great work that is happening in our schools. The Lady Hawks volleyball team finished 

the fall sports seasons with an inspiring run in the divisional tournament and a historic 3rd place finish at 

state. This was the first time in history our volleyball team has placed at the state tournament! Great job 

Lady Hawks! Practice for winter sports seasons began on the 17th with competition beginning December 

2nd for basketball and wrestling. The coaches have reported good initial turnout this year. The boilers on 

the elementary campus are ready for winter and we now have heat controls in the elementary school. 

Students and staff have expressed appreciation for the new controls. The septic system on the 

elementary campus has been temporarily fixed and the playground will reopen today. There will be 

more extensive work that will need to be completed this summer. Pardee Excavating donated their 

expertise in the removal of the junipers above Haley. Two trees were also removed on the corner of 

Haley and Spruce and the hill has been cutback to allow off-street parking. The end result will be a safer 

intersection and more room for parking and pedestrians.   

 

School Safety: 

 

The people who work in and around our school every day are our best resource for maintaining a safe 

school. We have approximately 500 people in the district each day, 1000 mobile cameras gathering 

intelligence about their environment as they navigate the campus. If you see something that may be 

unsafe or out of the ordinary please notify the office, an administrator, or the S.R.O. depending on the 

type of concern. In the case of facility or maintenance issues notify your building administrator and Mr. 

Bates. In preparation for winter please take the time to winterize your vehicles and throw a flashlight and 

a pair of gloves in the jockey box.  

 

Athletic Fundraiser: 

 

The second annual Blue Hawk athletics fundraiser was a success. This would not be possible without 

the hard work and dedication of many great people. This is truly a collaborative event including the high 

school, booster club, local businesses and community members coming together to have a goodtime 

and raise money for Blue Hawk Athletics. Thanks to this event we have paid coaches at the head of all 

Blue Hawk athletic programs! The District is very proud of and sees the value in all of our athletic 

programs. Special thanks to Mrs. Milner for spear heading the event and bringing together an all-star 

team to ensure success. The generosity demonstrated by our donors and participants is a great 

testament about the good people in our community.  
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Thanksgiving:  

 

On behalf of the District, I wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving break. We will have an early release on 

Wednesday following lunch to allow those who are traveling to have additional travel time. School will 

dismiss at 12:30PM on November 23rd.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to rest, relax, and 

recharge for the rest of the semester.  

 

Employment Opportunities: 

 

There are currently two positions posted within the District. One full-time custodian and one part time 

paraprofessional at the high school, positions are posted and there is information available upon 

request.  

Adult Education:  

Each year the District offers adult education classes to community members. If you have any skills or 
talents that you believe may be appropriate to share with others and are willing to teach a class please 
contact Mr. Slater. The District will be running an advertisement in our local paper next month. Classes 
are typically 6 weeks in length and instructors are paid $20 dollars an hour. Courses must have a 
general syllabus and be approved by the Superintendent and Board of Trustees.  

MHSA Reclassification: 

This week the Montana High School Association, MHSA, took final action on adjusting the enrollment 
criteria for school level classification. Beginning next year the new classifications are (Class AA: 779, 
Class A: 307-778, Class B: 108-306, Class C: 107 or less). There is a 10% rule that allows schools to 
remain in lower classifications if enrollment is within 10% of the threshold. Football has been separated 
from other sports with its own classifications, (AA 901, A 351-900, B 131-350, 8-Man 66-130, 6-Man 65 
or less). Thompson Falls High School will remain class B in all sports with the new guidelines. However 
there will be significant changes as divisions and districts are set in the state. Overall 11 football teams 
have exited the class B ranks resulting in restructuring into 4 divisions.  

District Leadership Team:  

The next meeting is scheduled for the 22nd of November at 4:00 p.m. in the boardroom. 
Information from Gear Up and our administration team is presented and discussed.  These meetings 
provide a great opportunity to working together to support initiatives and improve our schools. If you 
have ideas you would like to share please contact an administrator, team member, or come to the 
meeting. Topics for discussion at this months meeting include school safety, winter professional 
development, and Gear Up. The District Leadership Team meets monthly; dates are posted on the 
school calendar.   

Quotes of the Month:  
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”  

― Aristotle 

 

“You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step” 

-Martin Luther King, Jr.  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23920.Dwight_D_Eisenhower

